PUBLISHING EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 


VE? 


PROPERTY BASICS: 


1. Humor makes this sponge float. First and foremost, SpongeBob SquarePants is a 
comedy. The humor is character-driven, innocent, and appeals to children and adults, boys 
and girls. 


Much of the humor of SpongeBob derives from the whole-hearted, unconventional and 
unexpected way he approaches obstacles. He never does anything by half measures. 
He's easily swayed by authority, yet his essential innocence always protects him from 
doing anything truly harmful. And because SpongeBob isn't playing with the same 
rulebook as everyone else, he always wins, even if the victory looks an awful Lot like defeat 
from the outside. 


The best test for whether a SpongeBob story is working is, Does it make you laugh? 
If the answer is no, we recommend you start by looking at the character interactions. 
Is SpongeBob doing everything in his power to make the best of the situation (and in the 
process, inadvertently making Squidward miserable)? Is Patrick doing everything in his 
power to avoid exerting himself? Is Mr. Krabs doing everything in his power to wring money 
out of a situation? 


Here's an example of how this plays out: in Episode 40b, “Squid on Strike,” SpongeBob has 
no idea what Squidward means when he suggests they go on strike for better treatment, 
but he's game. To SpongeBob's horror, they both get fired. Squidward rallies at the Krusty 
Krab, threatening to “dismantle this symbol of oppression.” Unfazed, Mr. Krabs comes out 
to tell them the strike isn't working and sales are up. 


That night, SpongeBob has a brainstorm: HE will dismantle the symbol of oppression. 
He proceeds to level the Krusty Krab. When Mr. Krabs and Squidward return after 
negotiations, they're both shocked to see the ruins of the restaurant. Mr. Krabs informs 
SpongeBob and Squidward they will have to work at the (rebuilt) Krusty Krab for the rest of 
their lives to repay him for ruining his business. Needless to say, Squidward is not pleased, 
but for SpongeBob it's the perfect happy ending — now he gets to keep his job forever! 


2. SpongeBob undertakes everything with a ‘can do’ attitude, and makes the mundane 
feel fabulous! He's enthusiastic about everything! Bubble blowing becomes a lesson in 
making art...mopping the floor becomes a study in physics 
(“Should | go forward and back? No, no, wait! Side to side!") 
.. catching jelly fish a sport... and working 24-hours-a-day 
is cause for celebration! 


3. SpongeBob doesn’t know he’s a celebrity. So don't tell 
him and don't make him think of himself as one. 


4, Fish are SpongeBob's friends. Living, breathing, 
talking pals, the “people” that populate SpongeBob's 
world (they refer to themselves as people). They are 
not cooked, eaten, or in any way used as anything other 
than what they are - show characters. 
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5, Leave the toilet humor in the bathroom. This comes right from the man at the top, 
Stephen Hillenburg, creator of SpongeBob SquarePants. Please avoid flatulence 
references, flatulence jokes, and flatulent characters. 


6. Watch out for parody. SpongeBob SquarePants is a classic show. And we want to 
keep it that way. While we allow the occasional use of parody, we mostly try to avoid it, 
and suggest you do too. We want the show to remain timeless. And nothing dates you 
like parody. 


7. We do not have the rights to publish comics for SpongeBob, so please avoid all story- 
telling and illustration that could be mistaken for a comic. 


CHARACTERS: 


1. SpongeBob SquarePants - Our star is incurably optimistic, innocent, earnest, and well- 
meaning - about EVERYTHING. He loves his job as a fry cook. He never passes his boat 
driving exam, so he doesn't have a license. And if things keep going as they have, he never 
will (except in his dreams). 

NOTE: His name is never shortened to Bob, nor should he be given other nicknames. 


2. Patrick Star - SpongeBob's best friend is dimwitted, not stupid! (there's a difference). 
His hobbies include sleeping and lying dormant. 
NOTE: Patrick is a sea star, not a starfish. 


3. Squidward Tentacles — He's embittered, whiny, aloof, a stick in the mud, and an awful 
musician (although he has no idea). 
NOTE: Squidward is an octopus, not a squid. 


4, Gary - SpongeBob's confidante and pet. He meows like a cat (he does not speak, except 
in dreams), and SpongeBob can understand his every sound. 


5. Mr. Eugene Krabs - Cheapskate owner of the Krusty Krab. The only thing he likes more 
than money is his whale of a teenage daughter, Pearl. 


6. Sandy Cheeks - One of SpongeBob's closest friends, she's from Texas, loves sports and 
inventing things. 
NOTE: She and SpongeBob are not a romantic couple. Rumors! 


7. Sheldon J. Plankton - The microscopic (not to be mistaken for a roach) owner of the 
Chum Bucket who'll stop at nothing to get the secret formula for making Krabby Patties. 
He went to college and aspires to world domination. 

NOTE: Plankton can never get a Krabby Patty or the Krabby Patty secret formula (also 
referred to as a recipe). 


8. Mrs. Puff - SpongeBob's boating school instructor. She puffs up when she gets stressed. 
SpongeBob is responsible for a significant percentage of the stress in her life. 


9. Mermaidman and Barnacleboy - SpongeBob and Parick's favorite televsion heroes, 
now retired. 
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LOCATIONS: 


1. Bikini Bottom - where it all happens. 


2. SpongeBob’s Pineapple House - yes, SpongeBob lives in a fully-furnished pineapple 
at the bottom of the Pacific. 


3. Patrick’s Rock - he lives underneath (and it takes on any configuration the story needs 
- from simply housing a bed, to having a kitchen and livingroom). 


4, Sguidward's Easter Island Head House -his two-story oasis from the insanity around 
him. It just happens to be shaped like an expressionless head. 


5. The Treedome - Sandy's air-filled home. 
6. The Krusty Krab - where SpongeBob and Squidward work. 
7. The Chum Bucket - owned by Plankton, rival dining establishment of the Krusty Krab. 


8. Jellyfish Fields - where the sport of jellyfishing takes place. You catch them in a net 
and then free them. Jellyfish give jellyfish jelly. You milk them like you would a cow (pulling 
their tentacles). 


9. Goo Lagoon - Bikini Bottom's beach hangout. 
10. Mussel Beach - located at Goo Lagoon, it's where the bodybuilders pump iron. 


11. Mrs. Puff’s Boating School - where perpetual student SpongeBob seeks his elusive 
driver's license. 
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